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A History of the Tau Kappa Delta Society (T.K.Δ) at Dana Hall from 1902 to the
mid1960’s
Tau Kappa Delta (known hereafter as TKΔ) began in 1902 as an exclusive elective society.
The charter chapter consisted of thirteen members of the Senior Class chosen by their
classmates. Its object as stated in the Constitution “is to bind together in good fellowship and
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unity the thirteen members of the club.”
It was originally referred to as the “The Senior
Society” or “The Thirteen Club” but the initials TKΔ were used in their records from the
2
outset.
The letters TKΔ are taken from the initials of the Greek word “triskaideka,” meaning
“thirteen.”

Qualifications for membership as stated in the original 1902 Constitution were simply that
“the class standing of all members must be assured” and that “the Junior and Senior years
3
must be spent at Dana Hall.”
The Senior Class President was also to be the President of TKΔ. A secretary was elected by
the 13 members. Marjorie L. Snare 1902 was the first President and Ida M. Riner 1902 the
first Secretary.

The first of the nine bylaws in the 1902 Constitution stated that a loss of “classstanding”
would cause a Senior to “forfeit her membership in the Society,” and she would no longer
4
have the right to wear the [TKΔ] pin.
The original pin of the TKΔ Society represented a “lamp
of learning.”

Each year the Seniors in TKΔ would pledge 13 members of the Junior Class to constitute the
next year’s Society. Three “blackballs” by the voting members would “prevent a girl from
5 
being pledged.”
If any of the 13 pledges should not return to Dana Hall, or otherwise need to
withdraw, the remaining 12 would choose another.
Over the years the original Constitution of TKΔ was amended many times. The first time, in
1905, the academic standard for membership was made more specific: “...Work accomplished
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before [Christmas] must be above passing grade.”
If not, membership was forfeited. In a
1906 Amendment, the standard was again raised to a general grade average of C+, with no
subject below C+.
The first reunion of TKΔ members took place on June 21,1906 at Dana Hall. Fortythree
members, including the newly inducted, and representatives from all preceding years, were
present. After a business meeting the group met in the Living Room of Dana Main with the
thirteen new chapter members of the Class of 1907. Old and new members then had dinner
and speeches in the German Dining Room, followed by another meeting, a hayride, and
finally in the evening the the formal initiation for the rising Seniors of 1907.
A subsequent impromptu meeting of current and former members took place on June 20,
1907. It was held at “La Malmaison” (the French House) after the Alumnae Luncheon.
Marjorie (Snare) Mason 1902, considered the “founder of the Society,” reminded members of
the history and aim of the organization. The members would “help each other to stand for the
best that each girl could make of herself. Their desire was to abandon unnecessary criticism
of each other and of the faculty, which inevitably caused trouble and unhappiness, to be loyal
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to Dana Hall, and all that was good and true, and above all, to be sincere.”
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Also In the minutes of this second meeting was the first mention of the possibility of a new
building where the members might gather, and where the “old girls might stay when they
8
came back to visit.”
In 1912 an entirely new Constitution was drawn up which opened the membership for the
following year to 
any
Junior who had spent at least a half year at Dana Hall, and who had an
9
average of at least 75% in every course of study.
An undated history of TKΔ from the years
19071922 states: “At this time, though TKΔ was highly esteemed, its exclusive elections
came into question. There had been so much blackballing and cruel discrimination that it was
10
decided to base membership on scholarship and leadership and [to enlarge] the group.”
Additionally, each candidate was to be “unquestionable in the qualities of honor and
courtesy.” From 1913 to 1915, membership in TKΔ went from 19 Seniors to 18 and back to
19. The name of the Society was retained despite the fact that the number of members was
no longer fixed at 13.
The process for selecting new members was also carefully written into the new Constitution.
Four weeks before the end of the school year “all eligible Juniors shall be invited to become
members,
regardless
of number.The consent of threefourths of the members and the
11
principal shall be necessary to elect a member to the Society.”
Objections would be
presented in writing to the membership and the principal. The goal of the society was now
12
stated to be “representative of the best intellectually, morally, and socially of the school.”
A motto for the society  “The best good for all”  was adopted and spelled out in Article II of
the Constitution. In Article III, two specific duties were stated:
1) “To support the motto by standing for only those things which shall work for the best
good of the school as a whole.
2) To do some definite work that shall be either intellectually or socially remunerative to
the Society or to the school as a whole, or shall be helpful to someone in need outside
13 
of the school.”
To help accomplish this goal an honorary member would be chosen
from the faculty.
Over the ten years of its existence the character and purpose of TKΔ had at first changed
from being an exclusive group of largely selfselected students to an honor society with stated
academic and behavioral standards. Now the goals were to choose members who would be
expected to work for the greater good of the school and the wider community. Over the next
three decades the purpose of TKΔ would continue to evolve in this direction.
In 1915 the Constitution of TKΔ was again rewritten. The membership of the Society was now
14 
acknowledged to be “acting as a Student Council,”
a title conferred by Helen Temple Cooke,
the Principal. The members were to meet once a month with Miss Cooke and Miss Lathrop,
the Associate Principal, in the Tau Kappa Delta room (the living room of the Playhouse). The
number of members continued to be limited only by the number of girls who could fulfill the
3

conditions required, in other words, theoretically anyone could participate. But in practice, only
Junior girls were chosen by Senior Class TKΔ members, and then had to be approved by
Miss Cooke.
The result was that in 1916, TKΔ membership swelled to 27 Seniors (plus an honorary faculty
member). This was a significant change from the 13 in the previous year. Starting in 1917, the
numbers would fluctuate from 18 to 17 to 14 until finally stabilizing at 25 in 1920.
In 1916, the members of Dana Hall’s TKΔ chapter began “making very definite plans toward
15 
the erecting of a Society house next Fall.”
The house was to be of “Greek design” and
include a living room, kitchen area, and bedrooms. Miss Cooke gave her approval, and
promised a site on “Dana Hill, behind Grove House.” Emma Warren, later Mrs. Henry W.
Hart, Class of 1916 was named Chairman of the TKΔ House Building Fund. The goal of the
building fund was two thousand dollars, to be raised by June of that year. But with the war
raging in Europe, the fund did not grow as quickly as hoped.
A June 1917 amendment to the Constitution stated the provision that “in order to raise the
standard of TKΔ” those elected to membership were required to have the consent of Miss
16 
Cooke AND a 
unanimous
vote by the current members.”
This seems to the writer to be a
step backward toward the democratization of the process, as in effect it reinstated the
“blackball” ; however, the details of specific changes in how selection/approval occurred were
not found.
According to an unpublished history of Dana Hall by Mildred Grimes, former English faculty
member, the Constitution was amended in 1920/1921 in a way that significantly affected
membership. Instead of future members being chosen by the current chapter members,
17 
Juniors would be elected to TKΔ by the vote of the 
entire
Senior Class.
This was indeed
another step toward a more democratic, less exclusionary system. Unfortunately, it appears
this Constitution (and the one from 1932 referred to in Margaret (Osborn) Thompson’s
“History of TKΔ”) have not been preserved. It would be most interesting to have especially the
earlier Constitution, as some correspondence has survived that indicates tensions between
the 1921 Chapter and the TKΔ Alumnae regarding the new Constitution and the property
rights of the latter.
Fundraising for the TKΔ Chapter House proceeded slowly, but in 1922 Guy Lowell, a
renowned architect, drew up plans for a house that, at the suggestion of Miss Cooke, would
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also serve as a school dormitory. The architect’s fee of $1216.50 was paid in 1927,
but
nevertheless, for a variety of reasons, the remaining funds were never used to build a TKΔ
house. The failure may have been due to some creative bookkeeping as well as the
members’ desire to support the war effort and the Red Cross.
The 1922 Class Book provides a record of the TKΔ chapter’s previous twenty years at Dana
Hall. The account notes that membership had been increased to twentyfive Seniors because
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of growing school enrollment. This occurred in 1920, and at that time the number seems to
have been fixed at twentyfive, no more or less. Margaret (Osborn) Thompson’s “History”

states that the new name of the organization is “TKΔ Senior Council.”
The group would now
have 10 qualified Seniors elected before Christmas to join the 15 qualified Juniors who were
19
selected by the entire Senior Class the previous school year.
A leatherbound journal embossed in gold with the TKΔ initials contains entries and
enclosures dating from 1927 to 1955. It provides an idea of the variety of issues that were
dealt with by the TKΔ Student Council over the years. The topics range from initiation (and
some mild hazing), smoking, and “cribbing” (i.e. academic cheating) to vacations, “food
20
rules,” and hosiery and “nonpermission heels, to cite a few examples.
In January 1930, the 
Dana Hall Alumnae Quarterly 
reported in an article entitled “Changes in
TKΔ”:
In order to make TKΔ more representative and better able to serve the interests of the
school as a whole, the Chapter of 1930 suggested that four Juniors and two
21
Sophomores be included in the membership”
along with 19 Seniors. The general
grade average was reduced from 75% to 73% for Juniors and Seniors, and “passing”
for Sophomores.
Meanwhile, the Building Fund totals for a TKΔ house, subtracting the architect’s fee, had
grown to nearly $2000. It seems the cash itself was used for another school purpose and
replaced by a note, with 5% interest and renewed annually, from Miss Cooke. (This was not
unusual, as Miss Cooke often moved funds around as needs arose.) But with TKΔ evolving
into a student government, there was no need for a TKΔ House. A 1938 letter from Emma
(Warren) Hart, Class of 1916 and Chair of the TKΔ House Building Fund, suggested that the
memberships of the Alumnae Association and the TKΔ Chapter of Dana Hall vote to decide
22
what to do with the $1975.19 in the Fund.
No record of such a vote has been found, but on
August 9, 1943 “the TKΔ Fund was passed over to the Alumnae Association and by them
turned over to Mr. Childs, Vice President of the First National Bank of Boston, and Treasurer
of the Dana Hall Building Fund.” The total amount recorded on June 27, 1944 was
23
$2460.88.
It seems the TKΔ House Building Fund may ultimately have helped to construct
the Classroom Building in 1956.
The trend of TKΔ toward becoming a strictly elected student government was finalized in
1939 during the administration of Principal Alnah James Johnston. That year the Student
Government Association was created, a body of which all students were voting members. The
Association was led by a Senior elected President of the Student Council. The Student
Council consisted of 2 bodies. The first was the Executive Council and included the
President, and also the Presidents of the Athletic Association, the Christian Service League,
the Day Students, and the President of each class. A separate council, known as the House
Council, comprised all house presidents and all house Seniors. The President of the Student
Council presided over the meetings of both the Executive and House Councils to ensure
5

proper communication. The goal was to make the process more democratic and
representative of the entire school.
Alumnae who had been members of TKΔ were generally upset that their organization was
disappearing. The newly established Student Council continued to be called TKΔ until the
1940/1941 School Year. Additionally, the ceremony in which members were inducted into
student government included the same pledge that TKΔ had used: “I realize that TKD stands
for the highest in honor, character,scholarship, and school spirit, and for the best socially,
24
mentally, and morally, and I mean to strive with all earnestness and loyalty.”
The traditional
TKΔ “lamp of learning” pins were still being used for Student Council members even up until
25
sometime in the mid1960’s.
But the Greek letters TKΔ chosen in 1902 to represent a select group of 13 students were
being erased by the passing years. The Dana Hall 1941 
Focus
stated: “The faculty and
students alike agree that this system has proved superior to the old TKΔ , since it has been a
great inducement for school spirit among the girls, and it has taken the responsibility from the
shoulders of the faculty and placed it upon the students. The main purpose of Student Council
26
is to make the rules, then enforce them, and to set the standards of the School.”
The Senior
yearbook portraits in 1941 no longer listed “TKΔ” among the students’ accomplishments at
Dana Hall, but “Student Council” instead. What the student body lost in tradition was a gain in
democratic representation and selfgovernance. In yet another way, Mrs. Johnston helped
lead Dana Hall toward its future.

Dorothy DeSimone
Assistant Archivist
Nina Heald Webber 1949 Archives
Dana Hall School
May 6, 2015
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