
Creating an Annotated Bibliography 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations of a variety of sources (books, articles, videos, websites, 
etc.) that also has a short paragraph describing and evaluating each particular source. This paragraph is 
called an annotation.  

The purpose of the annotation is for you to think critically about the source: what sort of information it 
covers, in what way it covers that information, and whether it was helpful to you.  

The annotation should be 3-6 sentences long, and should briefly cover CONTENT, INTENDED 
AUDIENCE, ILLUSTRATIONS, and UNIQUE FEATURES. Questions you should think about answering 
when writing your annotation include (you might not cover all these questions in your annotation):  

•  What are the main ideas of this source?  
•  What is the scope of this source (what information does it set out to cover)?  
•  Who is this source for (people familiar with the topic, people unfamiliar with the topic, young children, 
scholars...)?  
•  Does this source have any special features (illustrations, bibliography, maps...)?  
•  Did you find the source useful for your assignment? Why or why not? (It's okay to say that you didn't, 
so long as you say why!)  
•  Do you think this source is reliable? Why or why not? (You probably won't need to answer this question 
for non-fiction books, but it is important to consider for websites.)  

Cite the source as usual, then move to a new line, indent, and write your citation:  

“Babylonia.” The New Columbia Encyclopedia. Ed. William H. Harris and Judith S. Levey. 4th ed. New 
York :  
    Columbia University Press, 1975.  
    The text describes where the old empire of Mesopotamia was located and in what period it was most 
prominent. Achievements, such as the cuneiform writing and the code of laws for governing the empire, 
are mentioned, as well as the importance of Babylonia for later civilizations of Assyria and Persia. The 
brief encyclopedia entry gives a very concise history of the most important points and is useful as an 
overview of Babylonian history.  
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